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*WASH = WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE* 
 

WHAT IS AN ACRONYM? 
ac·ro·nym 
/ˈakrəˌnim/ 
noun 
plural noun: acronyms 

1. an abbrevia�on formed from the ini�al leters of other words and pronounced as a word 
 

Commonly used acronyms at the Emory University Rollins School of Public Health (RSPH) include degree types (MPH, MSPH, 
PhD), department abbreviations (BIOS, EPI, EHSP), and key institutional bodies. These include the ASPPH (Association of 
Schools and Programs of Public Health) and the Woodruff Health Sciences Center (WHSC).  
 
Key Rollins School of Public Health (RSPH) & Academic Acronyms: 

• RSPH: Rollins School of Public Health 
• MPH: Master of Public Health 
• MSPH: Master of Science in Public Health 
• BIOS: Department of Biostatistics and 

Bioinformatics 
• EPI: Department of Epidemiology 
• GDEH: Gangarosa Department of Environmental 

Health  
• HDGH: Hubert Department of Global Health 
• HPM: Department of Health Policy and 

Management 

• BSHE: Department of Behavioral, Social, and 
Health Education Sciences 

• CEPH: Council on Education for Public Health 
(Accrediting body) 

• ASPPH: Association of Schools and Programs of 
Public Health  

• WHSC: Robert W. Woodruff Health Sciences 
Center 

• RRR – R. Randall Rollins Building 
• CNR – Claudia Nance Rollins Building 
• GCR – Grace Crum Rollins Building 

 
Emory University & Clinical Acronyms:  

• E-COI: Electronic Conflict of Interest 
• EUSOM: Emory University School of Medicine 
• WHSC: Robert W. Woodruff Health Sciences 

Center 
• EHC: Emory Healthcare 
• IRB: Institutional Review Board 

• IACUC: Institutional Animal Care and Use 
Committee 

• HIPAA: Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act 

• PI: Principal Investigator  
• Co-PI: Co-Principal Investigator 

 
Student Life & Career: 

• RSPH SGA: Rollins Student Government 
Association 

• AEP: Applied Practice Experience 

• CHES: Certified Health Education Specialist 
• WARP: WASH Action, Research & Practice 

 
 
Key Public Health Agencies and Organizations 

• CDC: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
• WHO: World Health Organization 
• HHS: Department of Health and Human Services 
• HRSA: Health Resources and Services 

Administration 
• PHAB: Public Health Accreditation Board 

• NACCHO: National Association of County and 
City Health Officials 

• APHL: Association of Public Health Laboratories 
• CSTE: Council of State and Territorial 

Epidemiologists 
• UN: United Nations  
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https://www.google.com/search?q=CHES&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1156US1156&oq=rollins+school+of+public+Health+acro&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgCECEYoAEyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRiPAjIHCAYQIRiPAtIBCjEwMzIxajBqMTWoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfBEBknqIO5r51kpmMM0VoMRv9dvmFXUm1yBkzu6iIsZvDjR0_tDZZGCMCy1NRLCdrvXNIi4HCYRBEU_P26wKnGLBReOYeXF_4eSHD2s2ZCcSjZ4gNByXJHebMt1xNS4TgZOFPcqqR0oZFGcBTecbu_NTGhEc6fPtfSfv6sNwe0T-fskcuUbDmAAN_ZSjUuCWJZIpowuJre4RercElzLcOelRKYajHLSY0cC5UtYF7Ynfzy6g75LkGVzq5JWJJF9S2kXjEv_DDR2A_CeB3ifCE5tz6z38Fs606LF9MF_M9qDI_SWbBpJla_9X19s1MrRvxbvduNv2fd1jrqcmgvQ7ThhzJRt5sY_qzhSQ_iEMpFeEuT1gMhkoQVHpdOehrQjRw&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjOhsSBvZOTAxVgGtAFHTncJBoQgK4QegQICBAF
https://www.google.com/search?q=CDC&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1156US1156&oq=public+health+acronyms&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yCAgCEAAYFhgeMgcIAxAAGO8FMgYIBBBFGDwyBggFEEUYPDIGCAYQRRg90gEINDkyN2owajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwjUzO6Hx5OTAxXd6ckDHfRVE50QgK4QegQIAxAB
https://www.google.com/search?q=WHO&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1156US1156&oq=public+health+acronyms&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yCAgCEAAYFhgeMgcIAxAAGO8FMgYIBBBFGDwyBggFEEUYPDIGCAYQRRg90gEINDkyN2owajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwjUzO6Hx5OTAxXd6ckDHfRVE50QgK4QegQIAxAD
https://www.google.com/search?q=HHS&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1156US1156&oq=public+health+acronyms&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yCAgCEAAYFhgeMgcIAxAAGO8FMgYIBBBFGDwyBggFEEUYPDIGCAYQRRg90gEINDkyN2owajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwjUzO6Hx5OTAxXd6ckDHfRVE50QgK4QegQIAxAF
https://www.google.com/search?q=HRSA&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1156US1156&oq=public+health+acronyms&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yCAgCEAAYFhgeMgcIAxAAGO8FMgYIBBBFGDwyBggFEEUYPDIGCAYQRRg90gEINDkyN2owajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwjUzO6Hx5OTAxXd6ckDHfRVE50QgK4QegQIAxAH
https://www.google.com/search?q=PHAB&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1156US1156&oq=public+health+acronyms&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yCAgCEAAYFhgeMgcIAxAAGO8FMgYIBBBFGDwyBggFEEUYPDIGCAYQRRg90gEINDkyN2owajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwjUzO6Hx5OTAxXd6ckDHfRVE50QgK4QegQIAxAJ
https://www.google.com/search?q=NACCHO&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1156US1156&oq=public+health+acronyms&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yCAgCEAAYFhgeMgcIAxAAGO8FMgYIBBBFGDwyBggFEEUYPDIGCAYQRRg90gEINDkyN2owajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwjUzO6Hx5OTAxXd6ckDHfRVE50QgK4QegQIAxAL
https://www.google.com/search?q=APHL&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1156US1156&oq=public+health+acronyms&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yCAgCEAAYFhgeMgcIAxAAGO8FMgYIBBBFGDwyBggFEEUYPDIGCAYQRRg90gEINDkyN2owajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwjUzO6Hx5OTAxXd6ckDHfRVE50QgK4QegQIAxAN
https://www.google.com/search?q=CSTE&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1156US1156&oq=public+health+acronyms&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yCAgCEAAYFhgeMgcIAxAAGO8FMgYIBBBFGDwyBggFEEUYPDIGCAYQRRg90gEINDkyN2owajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwjUzO6Hx5OTAxXd6ckDHfRVE50QgK4QegQIAxAP
https://www.un.org/en/
Moe, Christine L
Change to GDEH: Gangarosa Department of Environmental Health
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Epidemiology, Surveillance, and Data  

• NNDSS: National Notifiable Diseases 
Surveillance System 

• MMWR: Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report 

• EIS: Epidemic Intelligence Service 
• PHIN: Public Health Information Network 
• GIS: Geographic Information System 

 
Research Centers at Rollins 

• Emory Centers for Public Health Training and 
Technical Assistance 

• ECRC: Emory COVID-19 Response Collaborative 
• EGDRC: Emory Global Diabetes Research Center 
• (E )HSR: Emory Health Services Research Center 
• EPRC: Emory Prevention Research Center 
• EPICORE: Emory Program in Cardiovascular 

Outcomes Research and Epidemiology 
• TRAC:  Emory/Georgia Tuberculosis Research 

Advancement Center 
• FFI: Food Fortification Initiative 
• GEOHEALTH: The Global Environmental and 

Occupational Health Hub 
• GCCS: Georgia Center for Cancer Statistics 
• GCDTR: Georgia Center for Diabetes Translation 

Research 

• HERCULES: Hercules Exposome Research Center 
• IPRCE: Injury Prevention Research Center at 

Emory 
• IHP: Interfaith Health Program 
• MCH: Maternal and Child Health Center of 

Excellence 
• PRISM: Programs, Research, and Innovation in 

Sexual Minority Health 
• R IV PHTC: Region IV Public Health Training 

Center 
• RISE: The Center for Reproductive Health 

Research in the Southeast 
• EAVE: The Emory Alliance for Vaccine 

Epidemiology 

 
Public Health Student Organizations at RSPH 

• Public Health Student Organizations 
• Emory Global Health Organization (EGHO) 
• Emory Mental Health Alliance (EMHA) 
• Emory Students for One Health (ESOH) 
• Emory Reproductive Health Association (ERHA) 
• Georgia Public Health Ambassadors (GPHA) 
• Humanitarian Emergency Research Team (HERT) 
• Harm Reduction Education and Risk Reduction 

Organization (HERO) 

• Public Health Advocates for Children’s Wellness 
(PHACW) 

• Rollins Environmental Health Action Coalition 
(REHAC) 

• Rollins mHealth Collaboration (RmC) 
• Science Communication for All (SCFA) 
• Student Outbreak and Response Team (SORT) 
• Society for Public Health in Medicine (SPHM) 
• WASH Action Research Program (WARP) 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.google.com/search?q=NNDSS&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1156US1156&oq=public+health+acronyms&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yCAgCEAAYFhgeMgcIAxAAGO8FMgYIBBBFGDwyBggFEEUYPDIGCAYQRRg90gEINDkyN2owajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfC9mcssdaRGRy2KAGwdXp7-aYXAAxeugk4L6ZcN-RKf8RJaCvrz3w8FgK6-sUjw67emnTi_ENVU3pFAejAK-C60oU-FBNvU-8OEBIvhYK9dyW_Mmk11p_0keU0BgcGWageMNTjHMkotclksCFpKieN4yYKYYWPhEE7plfepinPcFWy0oBFi9esrO6rTE3SmtAuy5B5d8OfKxi8JpTDXtxNjJn2CNFMy8wH571gRziVSRQUGkHiQ3G4W8X0_tsk45potCrsVRY4mdNYNJrW7plq2doTtKo-mjnlKEW91WhVjQw&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjUzO6Hx5OTAxXd6ckDHfRVE50QgK4QegQIBRAB
https://www.google.com/search?q=MMWR&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1156US1156&oq=public+health+acronyms&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yCAgCEAAYFhgeMgcIAxAAGO8FMgYIBBBFGDwyBggFEEUYPDIGCAYQRRg90gEINDkyN2owajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfC9mcssdaRGRy2KAGwdXp7-aYXAAxeugk4L6ZcN-RKf8RJaCvrz3w8FgK6-sUjw67emnTi_ENVU3pFAejAK-C60oU-FBNvU-8OEBIvhYK9dyW_Mmk11p_0keU0BgcGWageMNTjHMkotclksCFpKieN4yYKYYWPhEE7plfepinPcFWy0oBFi9esrO6rTE3SmtAuy5B5d8OfKxi8JpTDXtxNjJn2CNFMy8wH571gRziVSRQUGkHiQ3G4W8X0_tsk45potCrsVRY4mdNYNJrW7plq2doTtKo-mjnlKEW91WhVjQw&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjUzO6Hx5OTAxXd6ckDHfRVE50QgK4QegQIBRAD
https://www.google.com/search?q=EIS&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1156US1156&oq=public+health+acronyms&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yCAgCEAAYFhgeMgcIAxAAGO8FMgYIBBBFGDwyBggFEEUYPDIGCAYQRRg90gEINDkyN2owajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfC9mcssdaRGRy2KAGwdXp7-aYXAAxeugk4L6ZcN-RKf8RJaCvrz3w8FgK6-sUjw67emnTi_ENVU3pFAejAK-C60oU-FBNvU-8OEBIvhYK9dyW_Mmk11p_0keU0BgcGWageMNTjHMkotclksCFpKieN4yYKYYWPhEE7plfepinPcFWy0oBFi9esrO6rTE3SmtAuy5B5d8OfKxi8JpTDXtxNjJn2CNFMy8wH571gRziVSRQUGkHiQ3G4W8X0_tsk45potCrsVRY4mdNYNJrW7plq2doTtKo-mjnlKEW91WhVjQw&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjUzO6Hx5OTAxXd6ckDHfRVE50QgK4QegQIBRAF
https://www.google.com/search?q=PHIN&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1156US1156&oq=public+health+acronyms&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yCAgCEAAYFhgeMgcIAxAAGO8FMgYIBBBFGDwyBggFEEUYPDIGCAYQRRg90gEINDkyN2owajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfC9mcssdaRGRy2KAGwdXp7-aYXAAxeugk4L6ZcN-RKf8RJaCvrz3w8FgK6-sUjw67emnTi_ENVU3pFAejAK-C60oU-FBNvU-8OEBIvhYK9dyW_Mmk11p_0keU0BgcGWageMNTjHMkotclksCFpKieN4yYKYYWPhEE7plfepinPcFWy0oBFi9esrO6rTE3SmtAuy5B5d8OfKxi8JpTDXtxNjJn2CNFMy8wH571gRziVSRQUGkHiQ3G4W8X0_tsk45potCrsVRY4mdNYNJrW7plq2doTtKo-mjnlKEW91WhVjQw&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjUzO6Hx5OTAxXd6ckDHfRVE50QgK4QegQIBRAH
https://www.google.com/search?q=GIS&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1156US1156&oq=public+health+acronyms&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yCAgCEAAYFhgeMgcIAxAAGO8FMgYIBBBFGDwyBggFEEUYPDIGCAYQRRg90gEINDkyN2owajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfC9mcssdaRGRy2KAGwdXp7-aYXAAxeugk4L6ZcN-RKf8RJaCvrz3w8FgK6-sUjw67emnTi_ENVU3pFAejAK-C60oU-FBNvU-8OEBIvhYK9dyW_Mmk11p_0keU0BgcGWageMNTjHMkotclksCFpKieN4yYKYYWPhEE7plfepinPcFWy0oBFi9esrO6rTE3SmtAuy5B5d8OfKxi8JpTDXtxNjJn2CNFMy8wH571gRziVSRQUGkHiQ3G4W8X0_tsk45potCrsVRY4mdNYNJrW7plq2doTtKo-mjnlKEW91WhVjQw&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjUzO6Hx5OTAxXd6ckDHfRVE50QgK4QegQIBRAJ
https://emorycenters4phtraining.emory.edu/
https://emorycenters4phtraining.emory.edu/
https://emorycovidcollaborative.org/
https://diabetes.emory.edu/
https://med.emory.edu/departments/medicine/research/centers-institutes/health-services/index.html
https://sph.emory.edu/eprc/
https://sph.emory.edu/research/centers-labs/epicore
https://sph.emory.edu/research/centers-labs/epicore
https://tb.emory.edu/
https://tb.emory.edu/
https://www.ffinetwork.org/
http://www.geohealthperu.org/
http://www.geohealthperu.org/
https://sph.emory.edu/gccs/
https://gcdtr.org/
https://gcdtr.org/
https://emoryhercules.com/
https://iprce.emory.edu/
https://iprce.emory.edu/
https://ihpemory.org/
https://mch.emory.edu/
https://mch.emory.edu/
https://prism.sph.emory.edu/
https://prism.sph.emory.edu/
https://r4phtc.org/
https://r4phtc.org/
https://rise.emory.edu/
https://rise.emory.edu/
https://emoryeave.org/
https://emoryeave.org/
https://sph.emory.edu/community-culture/student-experience/student-leadership

